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The PastorThe Pastors’s’ NoteNote

As we walked through the Billy Graham Library
during our recent study leave in North Carolina, we
were struck by the enormous impact that one person,
who committed his life to serving Christ, can have as a
witness for Christ.

As we re-examined our own lives, we wondered if
we have been as faithful in our service for Christ. If
indeed, we are blessed to be a blessing, how many
have we blessed by sharing the “Good News”?

While we change the way we do business in the
Forest Larger Parish, will we also commit to being
better disciples? Will we “go out” and make other dis-
ciples? Will we look outward to serve or simply look
inward to survive? We believe God will bless this
parish if we are “about our Father’s work.”  But if we
look inward (survival mode), we fear we will face the
challenge that so many main line churches face…irrel-
evancy!

God blesses those who answer the call; the call to
“go out” to the world and share how God, through
Christ, has worked in our lives as we have been for-
given and welcomed into the Kingdom, AND how
God can do the same for them. It is the building up of
God’s Kingdom here on earth. Yes, we will be better
equipped to do this with our new structure, but will we
be energized to take action?

• God’s children are lonely; we are to receive them
and welcome them.

• God’s children are broken and lost; we are to res-
cue them from despair.

• God’s children are without hope; we are to tell
them about the “Hope of the world”.

• God’s children feel unloved; we are to love them
as God loves them and us.

Will WE matter? No matter what our parish does
as the Body of Christ, each of us is called to serve
Christ INDIVIDUALLY. Perhaps it is a neighbor, a
visitor at church, someone we meet in a social setting,
a relative or a complete stranger; regardless of whom
it is we are called to share the message of grace.

Do we matter? EVERYONE MATTERS to God as
he wants us to be the hands, the feet, the mouth and
the heart of Christ to all those who need to understand
the “news.” The greatest news, as Billy Graham would
say, is that “God so loved the world that he gave his
only begotten son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life (John 3:
16 NRSV).” Do we matter? YOU BET!

Your brother and sister in Christ,
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Pastors Dennis and Wendy Mannering

Go ye therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing that I have commanded you. Remember I am with
you always to the end of the age. 

– Matthew 28: 18-20
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Holiday
Service
Times

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 
November 23 – 7 p.m. – Wabeno 

FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
November 27 – ADVENTure Sunday – Help decorate your church for
the Advent/Christmas season!

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES
Laona – 3:30 p.m. • Wabeno – 5:30 p.m.• Lakewood – 7:30 p.m.

JOINT CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE
Wabeno — 10:30 a.m.

What Is the Christmas Joy 
Offering?

A Presbyterian tradition for almost
70 years, the Christmas Joy Offering is

one of the four special offerings desig-
nated by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) to provide congregations direct ways of support-
ing specific causes that help those in need.

You are encouraged to support the Christmas Joy Of-
fering through gifts to your congregation’s offering. If for
some reason that is not convenient, feel free to support
the offering directly.
ABOUT THE OFFERING
History of the Christmas Joy Offering

Presbyterians have long celebrated the birth of Jesus
Christ by giving generously to an Advent offering. The
Christmas Joy Offering dates back to the 1930s when the
former Presbyterian Church in the United States (PCUS)
began an offering to supplement inadequate retirement
income and provide supplemental medical insurance for
former ministers, missionaries, church workers, and their
families. It was first officially called the Joy Gift in 1949.                                                                           

In the former United Presbyterian Church in the United
States of America (UPCUSA), a Christmas offering was first
taken in 1960. Called the White Gift, its funds were used
for general mission and world relief. In 1964 the name
was changed to the Christmas Offering, and receipts pro-
vided support for health and welfare concerns related to
children. The emphasis on global work with children con-
tinued until 1973, when the offering was used to assist
former servants of the church who were living on inade-
quate pensions. In 1974 racial ethnic education was
added, and in 1979 nursing home care assistance was
also included. Funds were distributed evenly between the
Board of Pensions and racial ethnic education.

In 1988, the PCUS and the UPCUSA offerings were
joined into one offering, the Christmas Offering Joy Gift. It
was agreed that neither the Board of Pensions nor the
racial ethnic schools would suffer in the merger of the Joy
Gift and the Christmas Offering. In 1989, the offering was
renamed the Christmas Joy Offering, and in 1991, the
203rd General Assembly changed the distribution of funds
to 50 percent to the Board of Pensions and 50 percent to
the Presbyterian racial ethnic schools and colleges.

Christmas Joy Offering

A Joint Annual Congregational Meeting and
Merger Celebration will be held on Sunday, January 22,
2012. We are still working out the details, but please
keep that date free! 

All serving and incoming elders, deacons, and treas-
urers are encouraged to attend our annual Parish Offi-
cer Leadership Training event to be held on Saturday,
January 28, 2012, at Waube Lake Lodge, from 8:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. We will be joined by several other Presby-
terian churches in our “cluster”.

The day will start with a continental breakfast at
8:30 a.m. Training sessions begin at 9 a.m. Lunch will
be served. This event provides our church leaders the
opportunity to share, ask questions, learn, evaluate, be
spiritually enriched, and of course physically nour-
ished. Please plan to join us.

While you're marking your calendar, make sure you
keep January 29, 2012 open for the ordination and/or
installation of our new elders and deacons.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW



4

www.forestlargerparish.com

The annual Craft Fair Luncheon will be held on the Saturday after Thanksgiving, November 26, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., at the Lakewood Presbyterian Church. Lunch items will include sandwiches, barbeques, a choice of homemade
soups, beverages and an incredible assortment of homemade pies! Hunters are also welcome to come in from the hunt
to have a hot meal and the pie of their dreams. “Gramma’s Attic” will also offer for sale crafts and Christmas items as
well as some collectibles. As in years past, trays of  assorted home-baked Christmas cookies will be available  to take
home. Come get  a start on your Christmas season planning!

THE HUNTERS’ CHILI SUPPER
Tuesday, November 22

Time: 4:30 p.m. • Cost: $5.00 including dessert
Place: Wabeno Presbyterian Church • APY Fundraiser

All are welcome. You don't have to be a hunter to attend!

On September 25, 2011, the
Wabeno High School Audito-
rium packed in about 300 peo-
ple for a wonderful night of
music, humor, and praise. “An
Evening with LaDonna Gatlin
and Friends” was definitely a
night to remember. It’s always
great to see people enjoying a

night of fellowship and fun in an atmosphere where
any Christian can feel comfortable. Presbyterians,
Methodists, Baptists, Catholics and independent Chris-
tians all shared the love of Christ with the performers

and one another. How beautiful!
In addition to LaDonna's performance, we were

treated with the talents of the Forest Larger Parish
Praise Band, the Presbyterian Puppet Choir, God's
Guys and the Northwoods Gospel Quartet, and Jason
Boor.

This was the seventh Evangelism Weekend concert
presented by Forest Larger Parish and sponsored by
friends of the parish. Since the first event, we have
picked up numerous community sponsors which, along
with the “love offering” after the concert, makes the
event self-supporting.

Thank you to all who supported this event.

Forest Larger Parish
will be participating
again this year in Op-
eration Christmas
Child. This is a pro-
gram (sponsored by
Franklin Graham's
Samaritan’s Purse or-
ganization) that puts a

box of Christmas gifts along with the message of the
Gospels in the hands of truly impoverished children all
around the world. We have boxes available for you this
year (so you won't have to use your own shoebox)
along with written directions and a book mark. You se-

lect the age range and sex of the recipient and tailor
your gifts accordingly. Be sure and label your box using
the labels provided on the direction sheet. Also enclose
on top of the gifts $7 cash to cover shipping. 

If you are unable to shop for your shoebox, please
give $20 to Suzanne Bell, Mike Mentz or Pam Schroeder
and the Mission/Evangelism committee will assemble
your shoebox for you. 

We need the completed boxes back in the respec-
tive churches by NOVEMBER 13 so that they can be
taken to our regional drop off site in Crandon. Read
more about this project at this web address:
http://www.samaritanspurse.org/index.php/OCC(OCC)
/index.

An Evening with LaDonna Gatlin and Friends

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

LAKEWOOD CHURCH PLANS LUNCHEON
Offering A Quiet Place To Have Lunch After The Craft Fair
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Pastors’ Study Leave Report — 
Wee Kirk (Small Church) Conference, Montreat, NC

If vacations and study leaves are supposed to be an
opportunity for pastors to be refreshed, renewed, re-ener-
gized and challenged, our time away in October scored a
“touch down”…hit a “grand slam”…scored a “hat
trick”…pick your metaphor!

The beauty of the Carolinas almost equals that of Wis-
consin; a reminder from God of His great love for us, that
we would be provided with such gorgeous handiwork! Our
conference site was set in the Blue Ridge Mountains which
were in full fall colors. We were blessed with sunshine and
warm days in which to walk and breath in fresh, reinvigo-
rating air. 

Our pre-conference “Barnabas Gathering” enabled us
to fellowship and learn with other first-call CLPs (now

CREs) and pastors mostly from the southeastern states.
Our conference leaders guided us as we refocused on what
it means to truly be the “Aroma of Christ” as we are “sent
out” in Christ’s name.  

Our main Wee Kirk conference offered inspiring pre-
sentations and seminars regarding the “aroma of worship,”
what it means to be a missional church, how to respond to
Muslims residing in our midst, how to live as a Christian
24/7 and how to reclaim our First Love (the love of Christ);
all under the theme of “The Aroma of Christ.” You’ll be
hearing more about our experiences and inspirational in-
sights in the weeks and months to come! Thank you for al-
lowing us to have this marvelous experience!

If you will be in the 9th grade next year, are at least 14 to
21 years old, are an active member of APY or a confirmed
member of Forest Larger Parish, you are eligible to go on the
Mission Trip next summer. Tentative dates for the trip are July
14-22, 2012.  We hope to be going to Joplin, MO, if Group Work-
camps can get approval.  Our second choice is for the same
week in Hamilton, OH. This will be our seventh year sending a
mission team to work with others from around the country to
help repair and paint houses, decks, wheelchair ramps, etc.,
for those who cannot do it for themselves. The trip also focuses
on spiritual growth in a setting very different than a tradi-
tional church. Our usual cost per person is about $725, so

fundraising efforts are already in full-swing. If you attend the
APY meetings, you will be able to have some of your cost ab-
sorbed by your work with that group.

If you have any questions, you may see any of the people
who have attended in the past: Zack Ashbeck, Lily Bath, Louis
Bath, Frankie Derfus, Zach Derfus, Erica Keller, Meghan Keller,
Chris Kresse, Stevie Menne, Nick Pichotta or Linnae Statezny, or
the adult leaders: Steve Ashbeck, Louis Bath, Mary Ellen Keller,
Connie Bath, and Allen and Pam Schroeder.

Due to preparations through the parent company that op-
erates Group Work Camps, we need to have reservations in
soon. Please let the church office, or Mary Ellen Keller, know by
Nov. 30 if you would like to go on the trip.

MISSION TRIP DEADLINE: 
NOVEMBER 30

ALPHA Graduates NEW HOPE SHELTER

To further our efforts of helping our community, The Hungry Soul
Kitchen recently donated $385 and some non-perishable food items to
the New Hope Shelter & Transitional Housing in Crandon, Wis. The
Hungry Soul effort will be on hiatus over the winter months, but will re-
sume free community meals in May of 2012. To find out more info
about New Hope and what you can do to help, please visit their website
at www.newhopeshelter.net. Krystal Statezny (L) and Linda Lafferty (R),
both from the Hungry Soul Kitchen of Forest Larger Parish, and Micah
Dewing (center), New Hope Shelter Director.

Participants in the Alpha Course held this fall in Laona
gather for their final meeting. Forest Larger Parish 
sponsored the six-week course and will be offering the
course again in 2012. Contact the Parish Office if you
would like your name put on a waiting list for the next
course. — Photo submitted by Suzanne Bell
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Parish Council Notes

SEPTEMBER 2011
Worship Committee:
• Christmas Cantata will be Dec. 11, at 10:30 a.m. in Lakewood; no
Wabeno service. Laona will have a regular service that day at 5 p.m. 
• Worship Committee concurs with the Parish Council recommenda-
tion that we have Christmas Eve services as usual, and a joint service
in Wabeno on Sunday, Christmas Day, at 10:30 a.m. M/S/A   
• Evaluation of the Contemporary Service — the format and sched-
ule will stay as is; committee will continue to monitor and make
changes if deemed necessary. 
• Motion to accept report. M/S/A
Christian Ed. Committee:
• VBS hosted 48 children, with 22 adult volunteers.  • Sunday school
has been poorly attended, the “One Room Schoolhouse” curriculum
is too elementary for the average age group that attends; the com-
mittee is looking into group curriculum for 5-6th grade age group. 
• Adult bible study hosted by Jim and Vivian Mathe has 26 adults. 
• Deb Kempf hosted 10 teens at the first meeting for the APY this
month. Barb Barbarich and Cindy Hart have offered to assist Deb
with the group this year. The After School Program will start in Octo-
ber, with meetings in Laona and Wabeno, with Cindy Hart as the
leader. Two Wii games have been donated for the youth to use, and
donations are being accepted to purchase a flat screen TV to use
with those games. Pastors have donated a TV to be used in the
Laona location for the youth.
• Motion to accept report M/S/A
Flea-Zaar Committee:
• $10,255.97 was made on the Flea-Zaar.
Long Range Planning Committee:
• No changes were sent to Mary Scheurman for the articles of incor-
poration and the by-laws. 
• Discussion for the name of the Corporation. Motion to use “Forest
Larger Parish, Presbyterian Church” as the name. M/S/A. 
• Motion to forward the Articles of Incorporation and the Corporate
Bylaws to the commission appointed by Presbytery for review. M/S/A
New Business:
• Snow removal for the Manse/Church Wabeno is referred to the
Building and Grounds Committee to hire someone.
• Request from the APY for financial assistance for the worktrip in
the amount of $600. Motion to approve request with funds coming
from CE. M/S/A 
• Pastor Dennis would like to pursue a Fellowship of Christian
Atheletes, Motion to allow Pastor to pursue this activity. M/S/A
• Leadership retreat will be a cluster group involving churches from
the area, Lin Wittman is in charge, the retreat will be held at Waubee
Lodge in Lakewood.  Motion to approve Forest Larger Parish to join
this retreat held January 28. M/S/A
• Motion to have the installation of new elders/deacons on January
29, and the annual meeting January 22.  M/S/A
• Pastors would like everyone to think of  ideas for a prayer council,
encourage everyone to pray on a larger scale, and maybe have the
churches open on a specific day for people to gather for prayer.  
• Pastors have announced that they will be retiring May 28, 2012.
This will be their 7th anniversary serving the Forest Larger Parish.
They will plan on taking some time for themselves and then start
other mission work.

OCTOBER 2011
Personnel Committee:

• Recommendation that all committees post the minutes from their

meetings on the bulletin boards.

• Budget was presented, Motion to approve the budget for 2012.

M/S/A.  Motion to accept the report. M/S/A

Stewardship Committee:

• Informational meeting was held, to go over budget items for 2012

for uniformity. Budgets need to be in to the stewardship committee

by October 15, 2011.

• Letters for stewardship Sunday will be sent out the first week in No-

vember. Motion to accept the report.  M/S/A

Mission/Evangelism Committee:

• Christmas boxes for Samaritan’s Purse are here, please pick them

up at the churches.

• Peace Making offering discussion. Motion to allow M/E to spend

the Parish portion of the offering. M/S/A. 

• Suzanne Bell presented the budget for 2012. Motion to approve

the budget. M/SA 

• Motion to accept the report. M/S/A

Soup Kitchen Update:

• The soup kitchen will be closed until spring.

Christian Ed. Committee:

• New curriculum has arrived for Sunday School, for third through

sixth grade; the children seem to like the material. A book was also

given to Deb Kempf to use with the youth group. 

• Wednesday bible study will be led by John & Jonelle Greg, Liz &

Mark Whitefoot, and Marcia & Ray Apel. Motion to accept the re-

port. M/S/A

Communication Committee:

• October 15 is the last day for directory submissions.

• Communication Committee will be posting minutes at all locations.

• Motion to accept the report. M/S/A 

Long Range Planning Committee:

• The group is working on the Operational Manual, that will be simi-

lar to the current Parish Cooperative Agreement. 

• Motion to accept the report. M/S/A

New Business:

• Motion to have stewardship Sunday on Nov. 20, 2011. M/S/A

• Dates for committee presentations to the congregations are as fol-

lows:

- Mission/Evangelism and Christian Education: Oct. 23, 2011

- Worship and Building and Grounds: Nov. 6, 2011

- Personnel and Communication: Nov. 13, 2011

- Treasurer report: Nov. 20, 201l.

• Thank-you gift for LaDonna Gatlin — the love offering was re-

turned to Mission/Evangelism. A committee was formed consisting of

Diane Spaude, Nancy Rehbein and Pastor Wendy to purchase a gift

for LaDonna to thank her for her generosity. Motion to allow the

group to spend $100 for a gift. M/S/A

• Youth group still needs some money for the television.

Mission/Evangelism and Christian Education will help with the bal-

ance needed.

www.forestlargerparish.com
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